TAKS Warm-ups (Grades 3-5)


Suggestions: From the stems below, create quick questions to tie content learning to the TAKS Reading objectives.  Warm-up lessons should be displayed on the whiteboard, presentation station or overhead as students move into class or transition from one activity to the next and should last about 5-10 minutes.  The stems are taken directly from the TAKS release tests; examples are provided from various subject area texts.  You may want to offer answer choices or leave them open ended. Your questions may come from a selection that the students have read the previous day or earlier that day.



Objective 1:  Basic Understanding
 (vocabulary, main ideas, details, summary)

Vocabulary:  Make sure that the sentence(s) you choose contain sufficient clues to unlock the meaning of the word.

Stem:  Using clues in the sentence(s) below, write what you think the word _________ means here.  Then write which words helped the reader know what it means.

Examples: 
Using clues in the sentence below, write what you think the word squall means here.  Then write which words helped (you) the reader know what it means.

We ran outside and saw a huge cloud, horribly black, moving toward us over the north fields.  Papa slid down the roof, helping Sarah after him.  
	“A squall!” he yelled to us.
(Taken from Sarah, Plain and Tall; McGraw-Hill Reading grade 4, p. 78)

Using clues in the sentence(s) below, write what you think the word entomologist means here.  Then write which words helped the reader (you) know what it means.
The entomologist pulled the stinger from the bee and placed it under the microscope. (Example clue/science)

Main Idea:  

Stem:  The main idea of ___________________ is _____________________________.

Examples:  	
The main idea of the third paragraph on page B52 of your science book is __________________________________________________________________.
The third paragraph on page B52 of your science book is mostly about __________________________________________________________________.

Summary:  
Stems:  Find the best summary of _____________________.
	Complete the summary of _____________________.

Examples
Find the best summary of the section in your social studies book on page 24 titled “Big Texas.”  (Taken from Horizons grade 4)

1. Texas is the second largest among the states.  Only the state of Alaska is larger.  “Texas is a state of mind!”
2. Texas, the second largest state, stretches 801 miles from the northwest to the southeast and 773 miles from east to west, and borders four states and Mexico.
3. Texas is big and special to people around the world because it has artists musicians and writers.

Complete the summary of the section in your social studies book on page 24 titled “Big Texas.”  (Taken from Horizons grade 4)

Texas, the second largest state, stretches 801 miles from the northwest to the southeast and _________________________________________________________________.

Objective 2: Literary Elements
 (Characterization, plot, setting, problem/solution)

Stem:  How does _____________ feel about ___________?

Example:  How does William Barret Travis feel about the Mexican General in “Voices of the Alamo” on page 152 of your social studies book?  (Taken from Horizons grade 4)

Stem:  Why does ______________ …

Stem:  How do _____________’s feelings change…?

Stem:  What does _______________ want…?

Stem:  From _______________ the reader can tell…

Stem:  Why is it important for _____________ to _______________?
Example:  From your reading on page 118, why was it important to Harriet Tubman to risk her life? (Taken from Horizons grade 3)

Stem:  _______________ feels ___________ because…

Stem:  Why does _____________ ….

Stem:  What is __________’s problem in _________?

Stem:  The author’s description of ________________ helps the reader understand…

Stem:  Why is it important that ___________ (e.g. it is raining) when…

Stem:  Paragraph ____________ is important because it helps the reader understand…

Stem:  The events in the story take place _________________.  This is important because…
Example:  The events in Caddie Woodlawn take place in the 1860 in the Wisconsin frontier.  This is important because… (Taken from Caddie Woodlawn, historical fiction RL 5)

Objective 3:  Text Structures/Organization

Stem:  What happens after _____________?
Example:  What happens after Jane Addams takes a trip with her father on page 68 of “Peace and Bread: the Story of Jane Addams”?  (Taken from Horizons grade 3)

Stem:  Fill in the empty box in the chart (events in a story).

Stem:  Fill in the missing item in a list.  
Example:  Use information from page119 of your history book to fill in the missing item on the list.
		Ships used by Columbus
1. Nina
2.   
3. Santa Maria
(Taken from Horizons grade 4)

Stem:  Which detail fits in the empty circle in the web?
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Stem:  Which details belongs in the empty line (on the Venn diagram)?

Stem:  ___________ (selection 1) is different from _______________ (selection 2) because…

Stem:  One way that these selections are alike is that both mention…

Stem:  __________ could not have _____________ because…

Stem:  From what the reader learns about __________________ which statement does not make sense?

Stem:  What is the purpose of __________________ (selection)?

Stem:  The author probably wrote this selection to…

Objective 4:  Inference

Stem:  Why is…

Stem:  Why does…
Example:  Why do different people have different jobs in a community?  Use information from “People Work at Many Jobs” on pages 16-17 of your social studies book to help you answer the question.  (Taken from Horizons grade 3)

Stem:  The selection says, “_____” This shows…

Stem:  From the information in _______________ the reader can tell…
Example:  From the information in “Cities of Many Cultures” on page 252 the reader can tell that
a. People do not like to move to the United States.
b. Everyone in the United States speaks the same language.
c. People who move to the United States do not all speak the same language. (Taken from Horizons grade 3)

Stem:  What lesson does ___________ learn?
Example:  What lesson does Bear learn in “An Alabama-Coushatta Story when Bear Lost Fire” on pages 80-81?
a. Never leave fire burning alone
b. People are dangerous to bears
c. Fire does not need to be fed
(Taken from Horizons grade 4)

Stem:  Who ___________?

Stem:  Which ____________ was probably made by ______________?

Stem:  Why are ________________ not allowed to _____________?

Stem:  What can the reader tell about___________?

Stem:  The reader can tell that ___________ will probably ______________.
Example:  The reader can tell that the air will probably become even more poisonous to animals and humans if…
(Taken from Harcort Science grade 5, pp. B11-B12)

Stem:  Which sentence shows that ______________ is/feels ________________?

Stem:  Which sentence from __________ shows the importance of _____________?

Stem:  Which sentence from ___________ tells the reader ______________?

Stem:  ____________ (selection) and ________________ (selection) both tell about…



image1.emf
Hermione


smart


Hard 


Wroking


Serious


?




Hermione

smart

Hard 

Wroking

Serious

?


