	Vocabulary Bellringers

	(First Six Weeks)               WHAT ARE CONTEXT CLUES?
Writers usually know when they must use a word that will be new to their readers. So they often include other words or phrases to help with the understanding of the new word. These words or phrases are referred to as context clues. They are built into the sentences around the difficult word. If you become more aware of the words around the difficult words you encounter in your reading, you will save yourself many trips to the dictionary. You will be able to make logical guesses about the meanings of many words.

Directions: In the exercises for the week, read the sentences carefully concentrating on the bold-faced word. Using other words or phrases in the sentence to compose a student friendly definition.

	Week 1

	1. The river was full of noxious materials such as cleaning agents from factories and pesticides from the nearby farms.

	2. This third grade was full of precocious children. One child had learned to read at two and another could do algebra at age 6.

	3. When going to an office party you should show your best decorum, for example, dress your best, drink and eat moderately, and be sure to thank the host before you leave.

	4. I have always lived in cubbyholes. After moving away from home, my first apartment was just a cubbyhole in a large building. It was no more that 8' by 12' and had a bed in one corner. My second was no more that a large walk-in closet. My current one is about 10 feet long by 12 feet wide, but it at least has two rooms.

	5. Josie received a bauble for Christmas from her great aunt. This she put with her others, a pair of imitation earrings, a fake emerald pendant, and a ring that looked like a ruby.

	Week 2 

	1.My Grandmother is parsimonious, but she is not nearly as cheap as my grandfather. 

	2. We can appreciate the relative safety of our lives when we see the perilous conditions of those in other cultures. 

	3. Although Bonnie was exuberant, the other fans mourned the team’s loss. 

	4. The dromedary, like other desert animals, can go for long periods of time without water. 

	5. The floors of the restaurant were extremely scuzzy. They were covered with spilled grease, crumbs of food, and cigarette butts.

	Week 3 

	1.The contractor was always well compensated for his work. For example, he received $10,000 for a small addition to a house and last year he was received $5,000 for reconstructing a stairway.

	2. The department store carries a variety of breeches, for example they carried Levis, Wranglers, and even some plain unlabeled brands made of cotton.

	3. Josie received a bauble for Christmas from her great aunt. This she put with her others, a pair of imitation earrings, a fake emerald pendant, and a ring that looked like a ruby.

	4.The climbers slowly made their way to the top of the mountain until at last they reached its highest peak.

	5. The weather was mild at the foot of the mountain, but the conditions at the top were harsh.

	Week 4 

	1.After the long and dangerous return from the top of the mountain, the climbers were very weary.

	2.Why argue over such silly matters when we have so many serious problems to deal with? 

	3.We will have to scrub for hours to get rid of all the grime.

	4. The noise in the crowded gym was so great that we could barely make ourselves heard above the racket. 

	5.Our opponents accused us of trying to humiliate them by running up the score.

	Week 5 

	1.The twins like to wear identical outfits.

	2. The principal reminded them that improper behavior is not acceptable.

	3. Where did you see the results of the election poll?

	4. There is a park in the vicinity of our school. We like to visit it on our way home. 

	5. Abraham Lincoln’s enemies called him a dictator because he exercised so much power during the war.

	Week 6 

	1.Without enough water, plant fibers dry out and become brittle.

	2. It would help our teacher a lot to have a portable computer that she could take back and forth between school and her home. 

	3. She has asked businesses to donate any equipment that they no longer need. So far, more than a dozen businesses have answered her appeal with computers and monitors for our classroom.

	4. The pitiless sun beats down on the workers, offering no mercy to man, woman, or child. 

	5. A public official who takes a bribe is guilty of impropriety. 

	(Second Six Weeks)                   Etymology
Etymology is the study of the history of words and how their form and meaning have changed over time.
Etymology is the study of word origins. Where do words come from? How and when were they invented? Why are there so many different languages? Why do many languages share the same or similar words for the same things? 
[bookmark: Etymology_Pages]The answers to all these questions lie in the study of etymology. This concerns the roots of words and how the sounds and spellings, as well as the meanings, have evolved over time.  
Roots are word parts to which other parts, such as prefixes and suffixes, can be added. The root is the main part of the word. It is the part that carries the meaning of the word. 
For the next few weeks you will work with root words and identify words formed with these roots. For the assignment each day, 1. identify the root word, 2. meaning of the root word, 3. the new word formed, 4. the definition of the new word, and 5.  a sentence with the new word. 

	Week 1 port

	1. import

	2. portage

	3. portable

	4. support

	5. transport

	Week 2 spec

	1. inspect

	2. spectacular

	3. spectacle

	4. prospect

	5. respect

	Week 3 ped

	1. pediatric

	2. pedophile

	3. impede

	4. pedestal

	5. podium

	Week 4 circum

	1. circle

	2. circumspect

	3. circumstance

	4. circus

	5. circumnavigate

	Week 5 phone

	1. telephone

	2. phonograph

	3. phony

	4. cacophony

	5. phonetic

	Week 6 retro

	1. retrospect

	2. retroactive

	3. retrogress

	4. retro gaming

	6. retrograde

	

	(Third Six Weeks)               Sentence Completion

Provide cloze sentences with enough context clues for students to figure out which unit word correctly completes the sentence. 

To figure out the word that fits into each sentence, look for context clues. As required by the sentence, the missing word may be a plural form of a noun or any tense or form of a verb. 

Students should choose a word to complete the sentences and then tell what context clues they used to determine the word they used. 

	Week 1

	1. Maybe the principal will ________ classes if it continues to snow.

	2. The _________antique was carefully packed up to protect it during shipment.

	3. A witness saw the two men _______ into an alley.

	4. A blow to the head can cause a _________ loss of memory.

	5. Even colonists who were eager for independence were ___________ at first because they did not want a war.

	Week 2

	1. After overcoming many ___________, the Americans defeated the British, and King George recognized the United States as an independent nation.

	2. We were so high above them that they looked like _____________ horses.

	3. My Uncle David has _________ memories of the occasion when President Eisenhower renamed the retreat Camp David to honor the President’s grandson.

	4. A crisis might cause the President to ___________ a planned visit to Camp David until the situation is under control.

	5. Despite facing some ___________ problems, most immigrants manage to build better lives for themselves and their families. 

	Week 3

	1. Media attention lends some legal cases more __________ than they really deserve. Some especially newsworthy trials are now televised from start to finish.

	2. The impact of such cases may __________ in the public mind long after all the lawyers, the judge, and the jurors have left the courtroom.

	3. Lawyers on television and in movies are often seen to drive __________ cars and wear expensive clothes. In fact, most real-life lawyers work long, hard hours and rarely enjoy the spotlight of a celebrity. 

	4. It is a lawyer’s duty to act in a (n) _________ fashion in order to protect the interests of his or her clients. Trial lawyers especially cannot afford to be timid or shy.

	5. Some dishonest agents ________ travelers by taking their money in exchange for legal documents that they never provide. 

	Week 4

	1. The principal did not mince her words but spoke in _______ terms on the subject of prejudice to the students assembled in the school auditorium.

	2. She described the ugly insult that had been written on a wall as a ___________ on the school’s honor. 

	3. She asked that everyone work together to make ours a school that is known for the _____________ it shows to all. 

	4. The nomadic tribes of the Great Plains marked successful buffalo hunts with ___________ ceremonies of thanks. 

	5. It was learned that the engineer had not slept in over 36 hours and was probably suffering from extreme ___________.

	Week 5

	1. The safety panel looking into the train crash ____________ that the most likely cause was human error. 

	2. Volunteers worked feverishly to build a __________ that would keep the forest fire from spreading.

	3. The math teacher asked us to __________ the number of hours we spend on homework each week.

	4. Before you _________ the essay, you might write an outline. 

	5. The sheriff’s first act after winning the election was to appoint a ________.

	Week 6

	1. The crew that gathered to clean up the vacant lot were as _________ as ants.

	2. It will take a ____________ amount of time to complete the science project. 

	3. We chose two students to _________ in the lead role for our class play.

	4. A wrecking crew arrived to _________ the old building. 

	5. It is the duty of the police to protect citizens and _________ the laws. 

	

	(Fourth Six Weeks)                     Match the Meaning

Students will focus on sentences, context clues, and the meaning of the sentence to identify the synonym for the bold-faced word. After identifying the correct word, the student is to write a student-friendly definition for the words. 

	Week 1

	1. A roommate you have for only a month is a temporary one.
a. continuous    b. fleeting    c. fragile    d. solitary

	2. A black eye might be the result of a scuffle.
a. fight    b. myth   c. veteran    d. blunder

	3. To document your age you might show a birth certificate or a driver’s license.
a. distribute   b. verify   c. cancel   d. reject

	4. A person who lives alone in the woods might be described as solitary.
a. private   b. continuous   c. temporary   d. fragile

	5. The idea that you will get warts from touching a frog is a myth.
a. blunder   b. document   c. scuffle   d. falsehood

	Week 2

	1. If I commit a mistake, I commit a blunder. 
a. scuffle   b. document   c. myth   d. error

	2. A box containing an item that can be broken easily might be stamped “fragile.”
a. solitary  b. temporary  c. delicate   d. continuous

	3. A charity might distribute food to the homeless. 
a. reject  b. cancel   c. scuffle   d. issue

	4. Something that goes on without stopping is continuous.
a. ongoing   b. temporary   c. solitary   d. fragile

	5. To refuse a gift is to reject it.
a. cancel   b. scuffle   c. distribute   d. discard

	Week 3

	1. A person who has a lot of experience at something is a veteran.
a. blunder   b. myth   c. document   d. expert

	2. If I call off a party, I cancel it. 
a. reject    b. blunder   c. terminate   d. scuffle

	3. People who never settle down in one place are called nomads.
a. blemishes   b. transports   c. hospitalities   d. drifters

	4. To persecute someone is to be cruel to that person.
a. conclude   b. bully   c. blunt   d. detect

	5. To prove your ability at something is to show yourself capable. 
a. supreme   b. dejected   c. flawed   d.  proficient

	Week 4

	1. A train is a good form of transportation if you want to enjoy the scenery.
a. hospitality   b. persecution   c. concluding    d. traveling

	2. Weddings and birthdays are examples of festive events. 
a. celebratory   b.  keen    c. distinct   d. overwhelming

	3. To notice something is to detect it. 
a. identify   b. conclude   c. conceal   d. refer

	4. You can usually overcome fatigue by getting a good night’s rest. 
a. excitement   b. recognition   c. liveliness   d. exhaustion

	5. It’s a good idea to conclude a speech with a summary. 
a. persecute  b. terminate   c. release   d. frighten

	Week 5

	1. A smudge in a paint job is an example of a blemish.
a. primary   b. alternate   c. imperfection   d. accomplishment

	2. Improper use of a knife may blunt its edge. 
a. damage  b. dull   c. sharpen   d. break

	3. Good hosts would be sure to show hospitality. 
a. generosity  b. indifference   c. skills  d. surprise 

	4. A heavy snowstorm would produce a downfall.
a. estimate   b. poll   c. blizzard   d. cloud

	5. To make an injury less painful is to soothe it. 
a. relieve  b. satisfy   c. damage   d. harm

	Week 6

	1. A grocery store in your neighborhood is in the vicinity of your home. 
a. distance  b. proximity   c. place   d. service

	2. A cool, breezy morning might be described as brisk. 
a. invigorating  b.  exhausting   c. blemished   d. damaging 

	3. A person who is thoughtful of the feelings of others is said to be considerate.
a. improper   b. identical   c. energetic   d. selfless

	4. To learn the opinions of consumers, you might poll them.
a. survey   b. ignore    c. interrogate    d. displace

	5. To take special care of something is to cherish it. 
a. honor   b. treasure  c. sooth   d. estimate

	

	(Fifth Six Weeks)     Synonyms and Antonyms

In each sentence below there is a boldfaced word. Using context clues write one word that can be considered a synonym (similar in meaning) of the word and another that is an antonym (opposite in meaning) of the word. 

	Week 1

	1. The boulder came rolling down the hill as it was dislodged by the earthquake. 

	2. The shy boy was embarrassed by a failing grade in Math.

	3. Even after all these years of playing baseball, I still cherish the memories of my first home run. 

	4. To determine his placement in the election, the senator surveyed voters. 

	5. Our new neighbors from down the street recommended a restaurant in the area for us to try. 

	Week 2

	1. Preparing to attempt his best throw, the javelin thrower judged the distance between his marker and that of his opponent to be nearly thirty feet. 

	2. The war ended with the general’s triumph.

	3. In order to complete the marathon, the runner set a slow pace.

	4. The two men held different views about their favorite author.

	5. The teenage girl treated her guests with truly thoughtless behavior as she skipped out to meet her boyfriend. 

	Week 3

	1. The three-mile walk worsened the pain in the man’s sprained ankle.

	2. The English teacher made sure her students understood the correct use of the word perturbed. 

	3. The man wanted a movable television, so he could watch anywhere in his home. 

	4. The news station reported on the terrible scarcity of gas after the oil embargo forced officials to stop buying gas from other countries. 

	5. Adolf Hitler was a powerful and selfish tyrant. 

	Week 4

	1. In their most desperate hour, the parents of the ailing boy pled for help.

	2. The owners of the property found visible evidence of the break-in.

	3. Our fingers turned stiff after being exposed to the extremely cold temperatures. 

	4. When the committee realized they did not have enough money, the decided to shrink the size of the project to fit their budget. 

	5. Hunters tracked the predator. 

	Week 5 

	1. Clothing and food were left behind by the drifters.

	2. The young teen wore a respectable outfit for the class picture.

	3. Numbed by the terrible news, the mother sat quietly praying.

	4. The appraiser was present to assess the value of the man’s coin collection.

	5. The gardener was hoping to improve the quality of his plants, so he twirled them toward the sun.

	Week 6

	1. In order to be comfortable for the day’s shopping trip, the woman wore sturdy shoes. 

	2. The studious child was aiming for a career in medicine.

	3. The ironclad excuse held up in court as an alibi for the suspect.

	4. Environmentalists get quite angry when they observe wasteful use of natural resources. 

	5. The tourists were cheated by a con artist as they booked flights to nowhere.

	(Sixth Six Weeks)                 Vocabulary Phrases

For each of the following items, select the best word or phrase that holds the same meaning of the word in boldface in the phrase. 

	Week 1

	1. a fragile set of crystal glasses
a. shiny     b. beautiful    c. matched    d. delicate

	2. read about the dispute
a. agreement   b. argument   c. election   d. discovery

	3. bluffed a throw at first base
a. caught    b. dropped    c. blocked   d. faked

	4. painted in vivid colors
a. brilliant    b. matching    c. contrasting    d. dull

	5. a span of ninety feet
a. ditch    b. length    c. road   d. depth

	Week 2

	1. lingered at a party
a. left   b. entertained   c. danced   d. stayed

	2. lived like nomads
a. athletes   b. wanderers   c. criminals    d. farmers

	3. a festive mood
a. sad    b. angry    c. generous   d. happy

	4. a keen mind
a. silly    b. troubled   c. sharp   d. dull

	5. composed beautiful songs
a. sang    b. wrote    c. played   d. listened to

	Week 3

	1. a very reliable mechanic
a. trustworthy   b. skilled   c. talkative   d. cheerful

	2. wrote about her feats
a. poems    b. relatives   c. deeds    d. shoes

	3. the primary reason
a. only    b. main   c. secret   d. wrong

	4. cherish your friends
a. argue with    b. forget   c. visit   d. treasure

	5. made an improper turn
a. wrong    b. left    c. unnecessary   d. sudden

	Week 4

	1. survived a famine
a. lack of shelter  b. lack of food    c. lack of news   d. lack of taste

	2. appealed for volunteers
a. voted   b. telephoned    c. asked    d. paid

	3. an important principle
a. act    b. goal    c. teacher    d. rule

	4. a totally absurd idea
a. interesting   b. foolish   c. sensible    d. confusing

	5. shreds of paper
a. bits   b. piles   c. pads   d. boxes

	Week 5

	
1. a pitiless dictator
a. friendless   b. powerful   c. cheerful    d. heartless

	2. surrounded by many foes
a. deer    b. friends    c. enemies    d. neighbors

	3. pursued the runaway horse
a. chased    b. rode   c. saddled    d. fed

	4. a universal problem
a. worldwide   b. local   c. recent   d. temporary

	5. enjoyed special holiday fare
a. prayers   b. games    c. music   d. food and drink

	Week 6

	1. a myth about the beginning of Rome
a. fact   b. legend    c. trial   d. doubt

	2. a flexible kind of plastic
a. rigid    b. fireproof    c. elastic   d. slippery

	3. deceived his partner
a. honored    b. amused    c. soothed    d. double-crossed

	4. a witness to the assault
a. attack    b. accident   c. joke   d. agreement

	5. reject the application
a. study    b. accept    c. forget    d. decline



