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Plot Stages
To identify 
plot stages
, one must think of the 
events
 in a story similar to a 
trek
 up a mountain.  As each 
milestone
 in a journey is important to the entire experience, each 
part
 of the plot is important to the story. The reader’s understanding of the story is dependent on the author’s plot development.
) (
Climax
Turning point; moment of greatest suspense
Makes the outcome of the conflict clear
) (
Resolution
Reveals the final outcome
Ties up loose ends
) (
Falling Action
Eases the suspense
Reveals the outcome of climax
Show how the main character resolves the conflict
) (
Rising Action
Presents complications that intensify the conflict
Builds suspense
) (
Exposition
Introduces setting
Introduces characters
Introduces conflict
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