Newspaper Article
 A famous newspaper ran an advertisement signed by civil-rights leaders criticizing certain actions of a police department. Some of the facts in the advertisement were incorrect. Although no names were mentioned, the police commissioner sued this newspaper and was awarded $500,000 by the court system. The newspaper appealed. The U.S. Supreme Court overturned the previous ruling and stated that First Amendment’s protection of free speech is not dependent on the truth, popularity, or usefulness of the expressed ideas. The decision held that debate on public issues would be inhibited if public officials could recover for honest error that produced false statements about their official conduct. 
1. How do you feel about this incident?	
2. Should the newspapers be allowed to print false material? Explain.
3. List the pros and cons of the “Freedom of Speech and Press”
4. Choose a position
a. The First Amendment should not depend on the truth, popularity, or usefulness of the expressed idea.
b. The First Amendment should depend on the truth, popularity, or usefulness of the expressed idea.
5. Write a persuasive article defending the position you have chosen on freedom of speech and press.
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