Vocabulary Self-Awareness

Rationale 

Because students bring a range of word understandings to the learning of new topics in the content areas, it is important to assess students’ vocabulary knowledge before reading or other tasks involving text (Fisher, Brozo, Frey, & Ivey, 2006).  This awareness is valuable for students because it highlights their understanding of what they know, as well as what they still need to learn in order to fully comprehend the reading (Goodman, 2001).

Teaching Process

1. Provide students a list of important words at the beginning of the reading or unit and have students write them in a vocabulary self-assessment chart (See example below).

2.  Ask students to complete the chart before the lesson begins by rating each vocabulary word according to their level of familiarity and understanding.  A plus sign (+) indicates a high degree of comfort and knowledge, a check mark (√) indicates uncertainty, and a minus sign (--) indicates the word is brand new to them.

3. Also ask students to try to supply a definition and example for each word.  For words with check marks or minus signs, students may have to make guesses about definitions and examples. 

4. Over the course of the reading or unit, allow time for students to revisit their self-awareness charts to add new information and update their growing knowledge about key vocabulary.  The goal is to bring all students to a comfortable level with the unit’s important content terminology.  Because students continually revisit their vocabulary charts to revise their entries, they have multiple opportunities to practice and extend their growing understanding of the words. 

Example of a Vocabulary Self-Awareness Chart in Science

	Word
	+
	√
	-
	Example
	Definition

	density
	
	
	
	
	

	mass
	
	
	
	
	

	volume
	
	
	
	
	

	weight
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