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	What are "tiers", and how do they affect what I actually pay at the pharmacy?
Prescription medications are categorized within three tiers. Each Tier is assigned a copayment (or coinsurance percentage), which is an amount you pay when you fill a prescription at a participating retail pharmacy or refill your ongoing prescription through the network mail-order pharmacy service. Your employer or health plan sets the actual copayment amounts for the medications covered under your pharmacy benefit. Consult the benefit plan documents provided by your employer or health plan, or visit "Price a medication" on this Web site for more specific information about the copayments, coinsurance, and deductibles that may apply to your pharmacy benefit coverege.
Three-Tier Plans

Your Lowest Cost Option
Tier 1 is your lowest copayment option. For the lowest out-of-pocket expense, you should always consider Tier 1 medications if you and your doctor decide they are appropriate for your treatment.
Midrange Cost Option
Tier 2 is your middle copayment option. Consider Tier 2 medications if you and your doctor decide that a Tier 2 medication is appropriate to treat your condition.
Your Highest Cost Option
Tier 3 is typically your highest copayment option. Sometimes there are alternatives available in Tier 1 or Tier 2. If you are currently taking a medication in Tier 3, ask your doctor whether there are Tier 1 or Tier 2 alternatives that may be appropriate for your treatment. Compounded medications, those medications containing one or more ingredients that are prepared "on-site" by a pharmacist, are classified at the Tier 3 level, provided that the individual ingredients used in compounding are covered under the pharmacy benefit.
Two-Tier or Four-Tier Plans

Some plans have a two-tier or a four-tier pharmacy benefit rather than a three-tier pharmacy benefit. Generally, a two-tier closed pharmacy benefit plan does not cover medications classified in Tier 3 of the PDL. A two-tier open pharmacy benefit plan covers one tier at the lower copayment and covers a second tier at a higher copayment. For four-tier plans, Tier 4 is your highest cost option. Check the "Price a medication" information on this Web site for more information about your benefit plan. 

You and your doctor make decisions about your treatment, including which medications are best for you. 



		Important notes
The tier placement of a medication on the Prescription Drug List (PDL) may change. While medications change tiers infrequently, such changes can occur up to four times per calendar year, depending on your benefit. When a medication changes tiers, you may be required to pay more or less for that medication. These changes may occur without prior notice to you. However, you can find up-to-date information about tier status, copayment and coinsurance amounts for a particular medication by selecting "Price a medication" on this web site.






What is a prescription drug list? 


Your plan has a prescription drug list (PDL) that is divided into pricing levels or "tiers" based on how much you are responsible to pay for them. For example, Tier 1 medications are the lowest cost options for your prescriptions; Tier 3, the highest.

View the Prescription Drug List in the Pharmacies & Prescriptions section to see a list of preferred medications.
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		Days Supply: 

	Through the Mail Order Service, you can purchase up to a 90-day supply of most prescription medications. 



	Co-payment

	Different co-payments may apply for certain medications. 

Tier 1: 
· Your co-payment is $25.00.

Tier 2: 
· Your co-payment is $62.50.

Tier 3: 
· Your co-payment is $162.50.
As permitted, medication may be substituted with a medication in another tier that has the same active ingredient(s). Please refer to your Prescription Drug List for more information on co-payment tiers. 
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		Days Supply: 

	At retail pharmacies, you may purchase up to a 31-day supply of most prescription medications. 



	Co-payment

	Different co-payments may apply for certain medications. 

Tier 1: 
· Your co-payment is $10.00.

Tier 2: 
· Your co-payment is $25.00.

Tier 3: 
· Your co-payment is $65.00.
As permitted, medication may be substituted with a medication in another tier that has the same active ingredient(s). Please refer to your Prescription Drug List for more information on co-payment tiers
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